Abstract
DiyarbakIr is the largest residential area in the Southeastern Anatolia of Turkey. Rural-urban migration is common in DiyarbakIr. Increased population, lack of infrastructure, high young population, poor personal hygiene may lead to an increase in hepatitis B prevalence. The rate of hepatitis B virus (HBV) carriers ranges from 4% to 12% in Turkey. In 2004, HBsAg seroprevalence was found to be 8.2% in rural areas, and 6.2% in urban areas. In our region, HBsAg seroprevalence was higher than in other regions of Turkey [1] .
Routine HBV vaccination began to be implemented by the Ministry of Health in Turkey in 1998.
The purpose of this study was to detect the levels of HBV DNA in patients with HBV in 2012, and to compare the results of 2002 according to age groups.
A total of 1225 patients with hepatitis B confirmed serologically in 2002 and 1300 patients with hepatitis B confirmed serologically in 2012 were included in this study. HBV DNA results of patients were divided into seven age groups were translated into IU/ml and HBV DNA levels were grouped as < 5 pg/ml < 2.43 × 10 5 IU/ml, 5-100 pg/ml 2.43 × 10 5 -4.86 × 10 6 IU/ml, 101-2000 pg/ml 4.87 × 10 6 -9.72 × 10 7 IU/ml, and > 2000 pg/ml > 9.72 × 10 7 IU/ml [2, 3] . Distribution of the HBV DNA results according to different age groups obtained from both years was shown in Table 1 . A statistically significant decrease was seen in the number of individuals in 0-14 age group in 2012 compared with 2002. In 2002, the rate of individuals in 0-14 age group was 18.8%, whereas in 2012 it was 4.8%.
Our study suggested that the routine HBV vaccination program contributed to the reduced risk of HBV infection in our region. 
